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Regional

DeGarmo can explain the nuclear threat
Next year marks the 50th anniversary of
the Cuban missile crisis, the closest we have
come to the annihilation of civilization as
we know it. This year we are witnessing the
nuclear catastrophe in Japan, and we continue to be concerned about nuclear material
falling into the hands of terrorists.
These are all big problems. To better understand them, they need to be put into context.
Few people are better prepared to do that
than Denise DeGarmo, an associate professor and chair of the department of political science at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville.
DeGarmo was born in Syracuse, N.Y., and
obtained her bachelor’s degree in political
science at State University of New York in
Buffalo and her doctorate in international
relations and comparative politics from the
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
Her interest in the politics surrounding
nuclear weapons and energy is due to her
father’s involvement with ballistic and antiballistic missile systems during the Cold
War.
“I wasn’t aware of what my father did
until later in life,” said DeGarmo. “He was
a cold-warrior. That led me to do some soul
searching. I soon learned that a lot of the
attitudes we have regarding weapons of
mass destruction come from individuals that
made weapons of that kind.”
Her father was involved in the Cuban missile crisis and received threats — most likely
from Soviet agents — during that time. “I
remember large black cars following us to
school,” DeGarmo said. “I remember telling
that to our parents only to be told that it was
for our own protection.”
DeGarmo has studied how the Kennedy
Administration dealt with that crisis and
she thinks that JFK showed a great deal of
restraint by looking for alternative mea-

GRASS
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"I certainly think you should have
your opportunity to speak. We have
an ordinance on the books, it's pretty
definitive."
The village ordinance states grass
may not grow higher than eight
inches. Fines from $50 to $500 a day
may be levied, but Schellhardt's letter was only a warning.
Schellhardt's daughter, Sherrie
Brimer, said she contacted a landscaping service to see about cutting
the weeds, and the cost would be
$65 an hour for a project estimated
to need four hours of work.
Brimer said her mother hasn't been
negligent, but just can't afford to care
for the property any longer.
"She kept it for a couple of years
after dad died," Brimer said.
Trustee Mike Vallino sought an
alternative to the situation.
"Is there anything we can do, talk
to the churches to give assistance to

STREET
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They are also asking the city to pay
to add 22 new lights. The lights are
estimated to cost $100,000.
The city may not even have to pay
for the lights, as City Administrator
Ben Dickmann reported the city
has been promised $100,000 in state
grants for the project.
For the remainder, an estimated
$500,000, general obligation bonds
would be issued by the city. The
association is expecting a 25-year
bond duration at about 4 percent
interest.
The homeowners in the special
service area would then be taxed
over the life of the bonds. According
to the ordinance, the tax levy would
not exceed 0.4969 per $100 equalized
assessed value.
Broom said a modest house along
the street would pay $178 more a
year, and a more lavish home could
pay up to $1,600 more each year in
taxes. “The bigger houses will pay
the bulk of this,” Broom said.
Broom said the association has
been working on the idea for about
four years and has already spent
$11,000 to do a feasibility study for
the project. He said the goal of the
organization is to preserve the historic neighborhood on the National
Registry of Historic Places.
“It is a very unique street and we
are proud of it,” Broom said. “We
want to keep the street viable, and
as a place people want to live. We
are competing with newer neighborhoods.”
He said currently there are multiple utility lines running along the
street. “It just looks bad,” Broom
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sures that allowed both the Soviets and the
Cubans to come out from the crisis with
some honor.
“In all the courses on international relations, we spend time on nuclear weapons
and the Cuban missile crisis, and students
show a great deal of interest in it,” DeGarmo
said. “I ask them to look at the Cuban and
American perspectives on it. We are certainly lucky not ending in a confrontation.
“Students are surprised when I tell them
that there are still 30,000 nuclear warheads
that could be used at any time and 15,000
that could be put into use in between 15
and 30 minutes. I also show them the targeting maps and tell them that if we were to
eliminate the B-1 bomber program we would
have enough money to allow all of the college students to study for free. Yet, some
think we need each one of those weapons,”
DeGarmo said, adding that she is not very
hopeful that we have really learned lessons
from the past.
“We will not get rid of all nuclear weapons,” she said. “It is in the human psyche. We
will buy weapons before spending money
on education or health. States want to get
nuclear weapons, and if not, then they will
go for chemical or biological ones.”
Interestingly, the St. Louis area has a long
history dealing with radioactive waste.
“I found out about this while working in
Vieques, Puerto Rico,” DeGarmo said. “I
learned that nuclear waste was being sent to
St. Louis. This area was the chief producer of
uranium metal for the first sustained atomic
reaction in Chicago in 1942 and was the
leading producing site of uranium through

Denise DeGarmo on a recent visit to the Arecibo observatory in Puerto Rico.
Photo courtesy of Carroll Lamar.
1968.”
She said she is concerned that we have
still not developed the appropriate technology and policies to deal with nuclear waste,

help them out? Does the city have a
brush hog if they could get on the
property?" he asked.
But Gulledge said if the village
provided assistance, it would be
opening up a can of worms it would
like to keep closed.
"I appreciate what you're trying to
do, but you better really think about
that, cutting other people's grass,"
Gulledge said to Vallino.
Mike Drake, a member of the
Trotter's Run homeowner's association, also addressed the board to tell
the subdivision's side of the story.
Drake lives at 2501 Gecko Drive
and has fielded complaints from his
neighbors' whose properties back up
to Schellhardt's.
"The people on Gecko, two to
three houses from me, have been
complaining to me about it not getting cut," Drake said. "We've got a
lot of neighborhood kids and they
hang out back there. You know how
kids are with matches. If there's a
fire started back there, the nearest
fire hydrant is at 2500 Gecko, and
I don't think our fire department

could handle it."
His last comment drew a noticeable "Wow" from Maryville Fire
Chief Kevin Flaugher, who attended
Wednesday's meeting.
Drake said the homes on Gecko
Drive are about 60 feet from where
the grass ends.
"It's just a safety concern for property owners and Trotter's Run. We're
not trying to beat you up. I know the
village board's trying to work with
you," Drake said. "I'm an officer in
our HOA (homeowners' association);
maybe I can get somebody to help
you out."
Flaugher said the area in question
is about 1 acre in size.
In wrapping up the issue, Gulledge
asked board members to give
Schellhardt's situation some thought
to see if a solution could be agreed
upon before the village is forced to
levy a fine.
"Give us a few days to see if we
can figure something out. I'll call
the pastors," he said. "I'm going to
ask each of you to put your thinking
caps on to see what we can do."

said.
In addition, Broom said, the street
is lit only on north side. “When we
walk home at night, we have to take
our flashlights,” he said. “Safety is a
concern.”
Broom said the timing is perfect,
too, as construction costs are down
and interest rates are low. “This started at a half a million dollars. We are
down to numbers we really can’t
pass up,” he said.
Broom said the light poles are
about half price, and labor costs are
lower.
Ward 4 Alderman Jeanette Mallon,
who represents the area and is also
chair of the Administration and
Community Services Committee,
said a majority of residents in the
area support the plan.
“I am just amazed... proud that
you would invest in our community," she said. "This is something
that benefits all of us.
“I can’t wait to walk down the
street with my dog,” Mallon added.
Tom Butts, Ward 2 alderman and
public services chair, was also present and expressed his support. “I
am very impressed,” Butt said. “I
think any time you get people in
community giving, you have to
embrace it.”
He added: “This is a wonderful
project… It would be a travesty if we
don’t support it.”
Ward 5 Alderman Keith Short said
he would have a hard time spending
the money, such as the $100,000 for
the lights, during tough economic
times.
However, Short said he would
support it because of the level of
effort by the residents and because
the area is such a significant part of
the community.
Dickmann, a former police chief,
said the area was not only signifi-

cant, but the project makes sense
from a public safety standpoint, too.
Plus, he said, the power lines that
run through the area support not
only that neighborhood, but others
throughout the city.
Ward 7 Alderman Art Risavy said
he was concerned about the city paying for a portion of the project.
Risavy said when his neighborhood wanted signs, residents had
to pay for them. “I know this is a
different issue, power lines,” he said.
“How do you separate the two?”
Mallon said her subdivision,
Grandview, had to pay for signs
too. She said this project is different.
“We have never had a chance to do a
project at this scope,” she said.
Risavy replied, “Not many people
have.”
City Attorney Jeff Berkbigler said
the ordinance on the special service
district does not commit the city to
the $100,000. Berkbigler said there
would be a separate resolution for
that in the coming weeks.
The ordinance will return to the
committee for further discussion at
5:30 p.m. on June 30. Residents will
also get a chance to voice their opinion at a public hearing at 6:45 p.m.
on Aug. 2. Both meetings will be at
City Hall.
The Historic St. Louis Street
Homeowners Association is a nonprofit organization founded in 1999
to protect, preserve and promote the
quality of life of the St. Louis Street
neighborhood.
The association does this by beautifying the street, addressing safety
and traffic issues, recording the history of the people and homes of
the street and providing for social
interaction between its residents and
neighbors.
To learn more about the association, go to www.stlouisstreet.org.

Senate will agree to construction bill
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Illinois
Senate President John Cullerton
says he’ll approve a construction bill
without extra money for social services, averting a shutdown of about
$16.6 billion in state construction
projects.
The construction bill had been in
legislative limbo. Gov. Pat Quinn

set a Friday deadline for legislative
leaders to come to consensus on the
legislation that pays for construction
for highways, schools and other state
projects.
But Senate Democrats had added
$430 million to the bill in the spring
legislative session for education and
social services. The House refused to

go along.
In a statement Thursday, Cullerton
says there are still deficiencies in
the House budget and the issues
of underfunding of education and
social service commitments must be
addressed.
The Senate is scheduled to return
to session Wednesday.

whether coming from nuclear weapons or
from nuclear power plants. She said she
believes that what recently happened in
Japan shows that we are not really prepared

to deal with nuclear accidents, even in the
nation considered the best prepared in the
world to deal with earthquakes.
DeGarmo recently took a group of students to see the very first plutonium ever
made at Argonne National Laboratory near
Chicago. It was produced during the first
atomic sustained reaction in December 1942.
“It was one of the most enjoyable moments
I had as a teacher, because you can really see
what happened,” said DeGarmo. “The students were very excited.
They had the epiphany of seeing how
things developed and to think what it would
be like if we did not have these weapons.”
She also teaches courses on terrorism and
is concerned by the low level of understanding of the issue by Americans.
“Americans are not well informed. We
are America-centered. Other countries have
dealt with it for a long time. We take it very
personal, nationalistic.
"The fact of the matter is that the original
tea parties were terrorists. You need to open
their minds and challenge their assumptions,”
said DeGarmo about Americans. “That challenges our notion of who Americans are.”
DeGarmo sees other threats on the horizon
such as cyber terrorism.
“It is a real threat,” she said. “Even the
most innocent of us could find a hole navigating the Web site of the Department of
Defense.
"We need to be more attentive to what
we place on the Internet. Identity theft has
taught us that there is some information that
should not be there.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
at 9 a.m. Sundays on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Piwacket pirates in yet another show.

WILDEY

BINS
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"We think Bobby Norfolk the Storyteller will do equally as well in
July,” he added.
Leitner said other recent shows have done well, too. The theater sold
about 200 tickets for the magic show by Terry Richison and nearly 300
for the two showings of the 1978 movie “Stingray,” a movie filmed in
Edwardsville.
Leitner said he hopes Piwacket will attract many on Saturday too.
Sears said he hopes the group's first visit to the Wildey will not be its
last. Piwacket is a division of the Black Cat Theatre in Maplewood, Mo.
and has been active in both Missouri and Illinois over the years, including shows at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Lincoln Theatre
in Belleville and many festivals, schools and community centers.
Sears said they hope to bring not only more children’s shows, but also
some of their adult shows from the Black Cat Theatre to the Wildey in
the future.
Piwacket shows are geared for children ages two to 10 years. Tickets
are still available for "Jack & The Beanstalk” at the Wildey, $6 for students and seniors and $8 for adults, www.wildeytheatre.com, by calling
the Edwardsville Parks and Recreation Department at 692-7538 or visiting the office at 118 Hillsboro Avenue in Edwardsville.
If tickets remain on the day of the event, they will be available at the
ticket booth one hour before the performance.
To learn more about Piwacket Theatre, go to www.piwacket.com, or
for Black Cat Theatre, go to www.blackcattheatre.org.

Law keeps officials'
names off state signs
HILLSIDE (AP) — Illinois’ politicians are no longer allowed to
put their stamp on state signs.
Gov. Pat Quinn signed legislation Thursday prohibiting state
officials from putting their names
on road signs, billboards, or electronic signs paid for with state taxpayer money. The legislation beefs
up language in existing law prohibiting officials from using their
names and likenesses to promote
state projects.
The measure was inspired by
Quinn’s predecessor, ousted Gov.
Rod Blagojevich, who was known
for plastering his moniker on
Illinois Tollway signs statewide.

The accident happened Jan. 11
in Edwardsville Township. An
Edwardsville man, Richard L. Hicks,
was walking south on Route 157 at
Mooney Creek Lane, when Cox lost
control of his car and drove onto the
shoulder, striking Hicks and dragging him nearly 1,000 feet.
According to the charge, Cox drove
away, leaving Hicks on the highway,
where he was struck by a southbound
Illinois Department of Transportation
snowplow.
Hicks hired Belleville attorney
Bruce Cook, who filed a lawsuit in
Madison County Circuit Court on
May 11.
It alleges that Cox was under the
influence of alcohol at the time of the
accident, and driving negligently and
carelessly.
It also alleges that Cox failed to
keep his vehicle in the proper traffic
lane and that he was driving too fast
“in light of the condition and circumstances” of the roadway.
Cook maintains that his client
severely injured both arms and legs,
and suffered severe injuries to his
spine and brain.
It seeks in excess of $50,000.

“Sometimes there are those in
politics and public office who
want to glorify themselves at public expense,” Quinn said, making a
point of calling a news conference
at a suburban Chicago Tollway
that once carried Blagojevich’s
name. “My aspiration is to be a
humble governor who’s proud
of our people, not the other way
around. I think pride goes before
the fall.”
Quinn said it cost the state
roughly $500,000 to put up the
nearly three dozen Tollway signs
that carried Blagojevich’s name
during Blagojevich’s nearly two
terms as governor.

Proposal three is a combination
of the first two, employing a 95-gallon container for trash and a tote for
recyclables with the collection of both
occurring once a week.
Henson said he is also seeking bids
on yard waste removal. The existing
program, through which individual
residents contract with the waste
hauler individually for a three-month
period, is one of the proposals.
The other gives access to yard
waste removal to all village residents
for the period April 1 to Dec. 31.
Residents then would be allowed to
use biodegradable bags or 32-gallon
trash cans clearly marked with a
red X for curbside collection offered
weekly.

Water system
contract approved
In other business, the board
approved a professional services
agreement with Juneau Associates
of Granite City for preliminary engineering work related to the village's
new elevated water storage tank and
system improvements.
The contract will be executed in
three phases — engineering, design
and construction — and will end
with the project's completion, which
is tentatively scheduled May 1, 2013.
According to the contract, the
cost of the engineering work will
not exceed $95,000 without the village board's authorization, and reimbursable expenses shall not exceed
$5,000.
In October, the board approved a
$2.5 million water system improvement project which includes a
500,000-gallon water tower that is
to be located off Old Troy Road,
near Mont Road, on village-owned
property.

